
Most people think of autumn as the beginning of the slide down the long, dark tunnel 

into winter.  The trees lose their leaves and wildlife hunkers down or moves out for the 

duration.  But autumn is the season of abundance:  ten thousand Snow Geese litter the 

harvested corn fields, rivers of blackbirds make their way across meadows and roads, 

and acres of ragweed and goldenrod bounce gently in the wind.  

 

It’s also the season that the Board of the Conservancy reflects on what we accom-

plished and determines where we want to go next.  It has been a productive year in 

many ways.  We continued to work on our newest acquisition, Cold Spring Preserve, 

defining and clearing the trails to make them ready for visitors.   

 

We had our official dedication of the Preserve on November 1st, complete with a pic-

nic provided by Rastelli’s and our first official hike on the new trails.  This acquisi-

tion brings our holdings to nearly 2000 acres!  Our other accomplishments helped 

spread the word about the Conservancy and prepare us for further growth. 

 

We improved communications by upgrading our website (www.rancocasconservancy.org) and our Facebook page.  

Let us know how you like our new look.  We are also developing  kiosks and interpretive signage to enhance visitor’s  

time at our preserves. 

 

We have established or strengthened partnerships, including a new one with the Friends of Black Run, a preserve 

adjacent to Cold Spring.  Lenape Regional High School District, Lockheed Martin and REI continue to share the 

work of cleaning the preserves and maintaining trails for public enjoyment.  Our thanks to all! 

 

We completed work resulting from our 2014 grants, one from the State of New Jersey Department of Environ-

mental Protection and the other a Franklin Parker Environmental Grant.   At the Stavola Beechwoods Preserve 

in Pemberton Borough we upgraded the trails and determined how to expand them to include an eight acre addition 

that is coming to us from the County.  We also will install two kiosks and informa-

tional signs to explain some of the key features of the Preserve.  A Franklin Parker 

grant was used to purchase two GPS units which have been used to good advantage at 

Beechwoods and Cold Springs as well as an easement on the Cramer Farm. 

 

Our participation in the World Series of Birding this year took a new approach.  

Our World Series of Birding team competed in the relatively new Carbon Footprint 

category, which requires that all birding is done without use of motorized vehicles.  

They birded FROM the Rancocas Creek as they paddled more than 14 hours, making 

their way from Pemberton to Hainesport with birding stops along the way.            
 

 

    (over) 

 

 

 

 

 

November 14, 2015 

 

 

Dear Friend of the Rancocas Conservancy,  

 The grass is a rug for the trees to dance  

        upon; 

The branches of the trees are arms 

Gracefully pointing to the blue-pillowed sky, 

Waiting for a partner.  

  Susan Forman,  Age 7 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

The Rancocas Conservancy has big plans for the coming year.  We will: 

 

 continue to work toward accreditation from the Land Trust Alliance, a  

       designation that assures that we operate our land trust with best management                   

  practices.   

 expand our Board to include members with experience and knowledge that will 

    reinforce the scope and value of our efforts.   

 organize and implement a multi-year natural resource inventory on each of our preserves based on a pro-

tocol established with the help of a grant from the Watershed Institute in 2010.   

 find volunteers to help track the flora and fauna found on our preserves; this will allow us to manage our 

properties with an eye toward maximum habitat value and optimum passive use by the public.   

 develop better lines of communication with our members and supporters.  We will reinstate our newsletter, 

offering both paper and electronic access.   

  begin a series of adventures, nature walks, kayak and/or canoe trips, and classes to engage and educate 

supporters about the resources we protect and enhance. 

 

We also depend on the generosity of members and friends like you to provide support for our work.  We are 

usually able to find funding for land acquisition, but stewardship, advocacy, education and operations (including 

some of the closing costs for land purchases) are dependent on our annual budget.   So each year we ask that you 

contribute what you can to help us fulfill our mission not only to preserve land through acquisition, but also to ac-

tively serve as stewards to protect these properties.  Every dollar of support is leveraged as much as 10 times 

through collaboration, partnership and plain hard work. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and willingness to help us grow.  We literally couldn’t do this without you. 

 

 

For the Rancocas, 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Bishop, President 

 

 

 P.S.  The quote at the top of this letter was written by a 7 year old in the early 1960’s.  I thought it was a delightful   

explanation of the purpose of our work.  Won’t you  take an hour or two  to go to one of our Preserves, or out in 

other wild places, and see if there just may be a tree waiting to dance with you? 

 

  


